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hapter One — "The Chimes 


= =. ¥ =a x a SA 
hristmas is nigh, and é fter more than a pear on the run, 


our friends get quite a [- fa first to the Barm and then to 
rare gift this pear. 5 


LEwwi /_ Mal: 


BIG DAMN 


re POT OF BEANS AND Ya i 
CORN BREAD IN THE , | RT 
BRINGING ANOTHER (Jy) | MAIN HOUSE! SS sj} HELP 


GROUP IN RIGHT 
BEHIND YOU. 


7 YOURSELF! 
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oF 

\ 

\ 


THE FARM A 
LOOKS LOVELY, 
\ ROSE! NOT RUINED 


ia --A WITCH'S 
AS A WITCHS TIT TER, MEANING 
u GIGGLE OR CHUCKLE, 
Tos \ 1S WHAT I MEANT 
TO SAY. 


FLY--uh, YOUR MAJESTY-- I MIGHT HAVE 
YOU COULD HAVE WARNED SCROUNGED UP T'LL TRY 
US THAT WE WERE LEAVING A JACKET. TO FIND ONE FOR 
A PLACE WHERE IT'S STILL SORRY, you. 
SUMMER FOR A PLACE IN GRIMBLE, I 
THE DEAD OF WINTER. THOUGHT YOU 


wy S&S 


OF COURSE 
: ERE'S NO HURRY, 
YOUR HONOR, YOU'RE 
WELCOME TO STAY 
AS LONG AS YOU 
: LIKE 


~~ GRANTED, THE 
BAND DOESN'T SOUND 
RIGHT WITHOUT BOY BLUE, 
BUT IT'S NOT A BAD 
CHRISTMAS PARTY FOR 
me BEING 50 STur-OP- POINTING Out THAT < 
THE- MOMENT. 
THE QUICKER YOU DO GET 
THE CITY FABLES BACK DOWN 
INTO MANHATTAN, THE 
SOONER THEY AREN'T 
SPENDING WINTER IN 
COLD TENTS. 
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colors Ictters) cover) asst4ed% editor, -_ MARK MY WORDS. 


in” 2 , baie Se a \) 
ecember 230d... . ni V1 IN TIME 
: “af FOR AFAMILY 
@/ CHRISTMAS. SHE 
y| SAID SHE COULD, 


SHE DID IT. 
SHE GOT US ALL 
HOME IN AN 

INSTANT. 4 
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‘ 
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I COULDA 
DONE IT QUICKER, 
I BET. 


Lag A TERRIBLY SMALL ANY 5 3 
O a WHICH MEANS 
LAND? I ceeme WORLD. NORTH WIND SCHOOL'S 
OKAY, SHE 
PROVED SHE CAN 


GET US ALL SAFELY 
HOME AND BACK 


EXCEPT . 


THAT YOU 


BOTH FORGET | * 


YOU WEREN'T 
INVITED. 


SEE YOU 


BOTH BACK AT \ 
THE CASTLE IN }, 
ABOUT TWO /W\y 
\ WE! AN 


- aS ~~ ~~ ~~ 4 ~~ 4 ~ ~~ 4 ~ ~~ 4 ~ 4 ~ 4 


Ohapter Two —The Cricket on the Kyearth 


= ABIT SPARE ON aoe T GUESS 
PRESENTS THIS YEAR, BUT I'D HAVE To 
THE BEST CHRISTMAS IN A 
LONG WHILE, I WOULD 
TO BE BACK 
WHERE WE 
BELONG. 


SPEAKING WE'RE ALL TIRED, AND I NEED TO 
OF WHICH, IT'S " GO TO SLEEP NOW, WHICH MEANS 
CHRISTMAS ) TIME FOR OLD KINGS AND YOUNG 

EVE. FARM GIRLS TO BE IN THEIR 
BEDS. 
CAN YOU 
FIND YOUR WAY 
BACK TO THE 
GUEST ROOM 
. ALL RIGHT? 


GOOD 
NIGHT, MR. 
MAYOR. SEE 

RA you Tomor- 


WAKE 
UP, BOZ! WE'VE 
MUCH TO DO 
TONIGHT! 


YOU'RE THE NEW 


I'D LIKE To 2 
GET IT ALL DONE SOONEST, CAO ae 


SO I CAN TAKE THE FULL DAY F 
OFF TOMORROW. | GOOD LADY? 


PUT 


I'M, WELL... 
DON'T WORRY ABOUT ORIENTED. son ioe : 


WHO Z AM. SUFFICE IT TO SPLIT 
SAY, WE NEED TO GET YOU ; ; 
IN-PROCESSED AS SOON { Y _UP AND 
AS POSSIBLE. Map ~~ AT 'Em, Boz! 
r. . WE'RE BURNING 
SHADOW! 


YOU NEED 
TO LEARN A BIT 


OF WHAT YOU LET ae 


YOURSELF /N 


FOR, BOZ. 


a" 
YOUR = 
COLLEAGUES. 


BACK IN THE W 


DAY THERE USED 


TO BE FOURTEEN 


LESSON: FROM TIME TO 
TIME, HOPES GET | 
mm CRUSHED. 


MISS THE GOOD 
FOOD AND OTHER 
COMFORTS. 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 
TO YOU, TOO. I TRUST 
\ DINNER WAS TO YOUR 
LIKING? eens 
WAS A PERFECTLY 
SPLENDID FINAL J 
) 


STILL, AS 


NEEDS MUST, COMFORTS 
WHEN THE DEVIL, WOULD BE HARD 
DRIVES. TO EXPLAIN WHEN 
THE OTHERS 
ARRIVE. 


BUT I WISH 
THEY'D GET ON WITH 
IT. WHAT'S TAKING 

THEM SO LONG? 


I WOULDN'T THEIR CAUTION IS TO 
BE SURPRISED IF Y OUR BENEFIT, THOUGH. 
THEIR RECENT TRIALS WE'VE OCCASION TO 
AND TRIBULATIONS , CELEBRATE A PROPER 
HAD MADE THEM CHRISTMAS BEFORE 
TIMID. THEY DESCEND 
ON US. 


LY I KNOW WE 
Y AGREED NOT TO 
EXCHANGE GIFTS, 
BUT I COULDN'T 
RESIST. 


IT'S PERFECT! 


EXACTLY 
WHAT I WANT 
AND WHAT I 
NEED. 


WERIAN, YOU 
DARLING! 


Zan 


Oe 


I'LL B \ 
BACK TO FETCH YOU \~ 
FOR RENDEZVOUS } , 
NUMERO DOS WHEN / { 
IT'S TIME. 


I WORRIED 
}] YOU WERE GOING TO 
7 \ MISS THE BEST PART 
7 A OF THE EVENING. 
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YOU'RE . ; 


ONE OF HOPE'S " 
) ; DOES THE 
p AGENTS? ( POPE DUKE IN THE 
=" @& WOODS? 


YOU 
FIND MY CLAIM 
DUBIOUS? 


I REWARD THOSE WHO DO GOOD AND 
PUNISH THOSE WHO DO BAD. THAT'S THE 
STORY OF JUSTICE IN A NUTSHELL. 


GRANTED, THE 
REWARDS ARE MODEST 
AND THE PUNISHMENT IS 

NEVER MORE THAN A LUMP 
OF COAL, BUT THAT'S 
ENOUGH. 


THE PALADIN 
REPRESENTING 
OUR HOPE FOR 

JUSTICE. 


WELL, IT'S JUST 
THAT--I MEAN, YOU'RE 
GREAT AND ALL, BUT 

| JUSTICE IS A BIG DEAL. 
IT'S HUGE. BUT YOU 

DELIVER GIFTS ON / 
CHRISTMAS. 4 


JUST ENOUGH 


@ PRIME THE SPIRITUAL 


PUMP, SO TO SPEAK. 


WANT TO N 
HAND ME MY 


a 


7 
Uf DON'T WORRY. 


(Hf you WON'T GET VI 


NOSE UNTIL YOU 
CLEAR THE 
FIREPLACE. 


I ALSO REPRESENT 
SO, YOU'RE THE HOPE OF REWARD--THE 


aa JUSTICE, WHICH ISN'T payo, IN THIS LI oO 
JUSTICE. mek QUITE THe Ae THING, AM TUOUS LIVING, ~ 
| | 2 IS ITZ | 3 a V2 


 ) 


"GENERALLY THE HOPE THAT eal 
THINGS TURN OUT ALL RIGHT IN THE i 


END--WHICH IS WHY MY BIG NIGHT 
TAKES PLACE NEAR THE END 44 
: OF THE YEAR. q 


ii 


s 


\ 
AN 
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CY 


I COULDN'T 
HELP NOTICING THE SO 
OLD MAN BROUGHT THAT'S 
ALONG SOME HOT NEW. 
REDHEAD TOOTSIE : 
ON HIS ROUTE 
TONIGHT. 


SOME MEN GET SPORTS 
CARS. SOME QUIT THEIR 
JOBS. OTHERS SNAG A 

YOUNG MISTRESS. 


MAKES SENSE. HE CAN'T CHANGE 
JOBS, AND THERE'S NOWHERE TO DRIVE 
A SPORTS CAR AT THE NORTH POLE. A 

LITTLE HOT D/SH OF SOMETHING 

ON THE SIDE IS THE ONLY 4 
OPTION LEFT. Sia 


\ 


SO WHAT'S OUR 
RESPONSIBILITY 


g ' 
HERES a wat DO 


YOU MEAN? 


ARE WE 
OBLIGED TO RAT 
HIM OUT TO THE OLD 
LADY,ORDOWE J 

KEEP MUM2 


“T SEE THE é 
DILEMMA, SURE, THE INFORMATION AWAY 
THEY BOTH REFER \ IN OUR POCKET, IN CASE 


SOMEDAY. NEVER HURTS 
TO HAVE SOMETHING 
ON THE BOSS. 


ES 


Zz. 


Ai 


SOONER OR 
Yy LATER YOU'RE GOING 


— er 


F” oKay, so 
YOU'RE ONE OF 
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LOOK! 
COOKIES! 
BUT I DON'T 
UNDERSTAND WHY 
I NEEDED To 


FOR GOOD HEALTH BITE YOUR 
CAND 2 TONGUE. 
AND LONG LIFE? fer ROSPERITY? 


MY LOVE LIFE 


~—ae 
Aa CITT ie 
moment at [olf BITE YOUR Y 60 COMPLETELY AROUND- 
sq THE-BEND FUCKED UP THAT I 
NEED 10 STAY AS FAR AWAY 
FROM THAT NONSENSE 
AS POSSIBLE. 


- SUIT YOURSELF, BUT 
Y_ CHOOSE WISELY, BECAUSE, § H GOOD 
ONCE YOU PICK A THEME, YOU'RE }S J LUCK FIGURING 
MORE OR LESS LOCKED INTO Kies. E EVERYTHING 
IT FOR THE REST OF AO) e 
YOUR LIFE. 


WHATEVER IT IS, 
IT'LL BE BETTER THAN YOUR 
STUPID QUESTION. 


BLOSSOM! IT'S LIKE AMBROSE 
ALL OVER AGAIN! EVERY TIME IT 


GETS WRECKED?! EVERYTHING / 


BAD HAPPENS TO ME! 


WHy 
DIDN'T YOU 
ASK HIM ANy- 

THING? 


"I DIDN'T 
ASK SANTA 


I NEVER WENT 
DOWNSTAIRS. I WAS 
TOO AFRAID. 


HE WAS WITH 
AUNTIE ROSE AND THEY 
WERE TALKING ABOUT 
WEIRD STUFF I COULDN'T 

UNDERSTAND. 


WHAT 
HAPPENED? 


e MORE 
IMPORTANT, WHAT 
QUESTION DID 

YOU ASK? 


“AND THEN AUNTIE ROSE WW 


/ FLEW AWAY WITH A BUG AND 


THEY PASSED RIGHT THROUGH 


THE WALLS LIKE GHOSTS._ 4 


STUPID 
LIAR CRAPFACE 
ROTPUSSHEAD! 


hapter Three — The Battle of Life 


iG e S 
& WORLDS & 
= De 5 AWAY. " 
oN @. 


s 


PENNY A 
BUNDLE. 


YOU! RATHER, Y 
4\ I KNOW OF 
yOu. 


WOULD you / 
LIKE TO BUY A MATCH RECOGNIZING YOU IMMEDIATELY. I 
KNEW YOU WERE COMING TONIGHT, BUT 
THE CHRISTMAS EVE, IT'S BEEN SO COLD T COULDN'T _Z 
THEY WILL. @ THINK SO WELL. 


THE WINTER 

SNOW IS LOVELY, 
BUT CAN BEA 

DISTRACTION. 


“YOU NEED TO T'VE NO HOME WS 
GET OUT OF THE W 10 RETIRE TO AND 


MA COLD. YOU'LL DIE 

4 OUT HERE. SELL, IF I'M GOING 

—___— =» TOBE ABLE TO PUT 
AUGHT AWAY. 4 


YOU DON'T UNDERSTAND. ° TON/GHT, 
YOU'LL ACTUALLY O/E & I THINK! 


THATS ~ 


THE WAY YOUR Vi 


m™ STORY TURNS 


PERHAPS WE 
SHOULD BE ABOUT OUR 
BUSINESS, SO THAT I DON'T \ 
MISS ANY CUSTOMER Jf 
WHO MIGHT HAPPEN 


. OF HOPE DEFERRED. 


A SLEEPING 
BENCH UNDER A 
STOUT ROOF COSTS 
; A PENNY A 

NIGHT. 


DON'T TEMPT THE DEVIL. 
NO ONE KNOWS WHAT WILL BE. 
BESIDES, I'M YOUNG STILL. T 


I'M THE CARETAKER 


THOUGH My ~~ 
LOT MAY NOT BE THE 
BEST IN LIFE, I INTEND 
MY CHILDREN TO DO_& 
BETTER. _<@ 
| 


“THEY'LL GOTO SCHOOL 
AND LEARN THEIR LETTERS AND 


CIPHERS. THEY'LL OWN THEIR OWN F 
COTTAGES AND RAISE HEALTHY 
FAMILIES. 


FOR THE 
? TO COME. a 
THAT'S WHY ; f CY YOU HAVE 
I PUT MY PENNIES NAN gam Hai || CHILDREN2 
AWAY. | a 


NOT YET, NOR HUSBAND, BUT 
SOON ENOUGH, LORD WILLING, 
WHILE I'M YOUNG ENOUGH 
TO BEAR THEM. 


ONE 
{ HAS To Live | 
\. IN HOPE. 


MR. CRICKET, 
GOD DAMN 
GET YOUR BONY pence 
I NEED TO alge 
GO, BEFORE- 4 


” THE GREAT LADY 
WAS WANTED YOU TO MEET 
IT ENTIRELY ALL HER TOP PLAYERS 
NECESSARY TONIGHT, BOZ. 
THAT YOU PUT ff . . 
ME THROUGH Jf 


THAT'S — MOST OF US 


USUALLY THE IE WITH OUR HOPES 
\ STANDARD DEAL, . eINPULPILLED. 


GENERALLY, 
THE ONLY ONES 
WHO AVO/D IT 
ARE THOSE WITH 
NO HOPES IN 
THE FIRST 
PLACE. 


THAT SUCKS 
GIANT RAZOR 
PISS LEPER 
COCKS! 


BUT THE 
MATCH GIRL--SHE'S 
GOING TO DIE, WITH 
ALL OF HER HOPES 
UNFULFILLED. 


TONIGHT, 
ON eens 


IN JUST 
A FEW HOURS 
SHE FREEZES 
TO DEATH, STILL 
THINKING EVERY- 
THING WILL TURN 
OUT ALL 
RIGHT! 


JUST WHAT ’ 
DID YOU THINK YOU 
WERE SIGNING UP FOR ¥F 
WHEN YOU AGREED TO 
BECOME ONE OF HER 
/ PALADINS? 


SG 


% ee GUARANTEE, 
gh »\ 802. NeveR 
¢ | 1 - 
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MOSTLY IT'S NO MORE OUR PRODUCT IS 
THAN A FRAIL 7/SSUE TO a NOTHING --AN IDEA WITHOUT 
GET WRETCHED PEOPLE i SUBSTANCE, REDEEMABLE 
THROUGH OTHERWISE ? FOR NO CASH VALUE. 
UNENDURABLE : 
AND, WITH 


DAMN FEW EXCEPTIONS, 

THOSE WHO DEAL IN IT 

PRESIDE OVER SOME TRULY 
GRIM BUSINESS. gr 


; MANY TURN THE GREAT LADY DOWN 
WHEN SHE OFFERS UP HER JOB 
OPPORTUNITIES? 


DIDN'T T OUTR T, 
BUT SHE /MPLIED \T WAS your Last ’ ME KNOW WHEN 
A GREAT AND RARE STOP. VANGGEE 


Li 


> 


\ 
7. 


RARE ISA ~ 
SLIDING SCALE, 


aa 


ARE You 
LOOK. W AFTER REVELATIONS, 
ANOTHER " PUNISHMENT FOR YOUR 
HAUNTED SINS, OR TRYING TO 
MAN. PLEAD YOUR WAY OUT 
OF SOME DOOM? 
ro 


COME TO I CAN TELL. 
SEE THE SILENT’ YOU'VE GOT THAT 
ONE, HAVEN'T , VULNERABLE LOOK 

you? ABOUT YOU... 


ER YES, N 

ALL, jee AN I SURELY WAS, OR 

T THERE To 4 ELSE I HEARD IT FROM 
ANOTHER. 


ay 


— 
LOOK CLOSER, 
OLD SHADE. HAUNTED YOUR CONFUSION 


4 
y SHE MAY BE, BUT THAT'S IS UNDERSTANDABLE, 


A WOMAN, OR PERHAPS 4 THOUGH. DRESSES LIKE 
A RAGAMUFFIN Boy, 
SHE DOES. 


WON'T 
COST YOU MUCH, 
NEITHER. 


‘ YOUNG Se i ONTHIS HOLY 
TRAVELER, MAY I NV NIGHT, ALL OF US ARE °) 
INTRODUCE YOU TO THIS © FREED FROM OUR RESTING 
\ MOST AUGUST SHADE , PLACES, TO WALK ABOUT 
. OF BLIGHT AND AS WE ONCE DID IN 


TERROR? AON” Lire. 
h BUT NOTHER, 
FOR SHE CANNOT LIE 
AMONG US. SHE WANDERS 
AT THE EDGE OF THE LIVING | 
WORLD, NIGHT AFTER NIGHT, , 
NEVER TO KNOW 


eo 


( 
) 


& 


- ON THIS 

2 / ONE NIGHT, I'M \ 
ABLE TO TELL HER ) 
STORY. P 


1 JA 


fi MIND, SMALL 
SPIRIT. SCURRY ) 
OFF. _ 


T'LL TELL 
MY OWN TALE TO 
THIS ONE. 2A —— 


I AM THE 
4 SO WE'RE AVATAR FOR 
TO BE COLLEAGUES, THE HoPE OF ° OBTAINED |T--THOUGH 
YOU AND I. REVENGE. , I ADMIT I TRIED--BUT IN 
2 : DUE RECOGNITION OF THE 
C HMMMMM. ‘ TERRIBLE REVENGE THAT 


THE HOPES 
FOR DARKER OUTCOMES y 
la OFTEN PROVE OUT, PERHAPS WH 
| \ BECAUSE WE WORK SO | 
La DILIGENTLY FOR WHAT 
WE DESIRE. 4A | 


LOOK HOW 
RELIABLY THE HOPE 
FOR MURDER PROVOKES 

A KILLING. 


t \ 
THINK THEN OUR 
LESSON IS, HOPE 
HAS POWER ONLY 
WHEN MARRIED 
TO PERSONAL 

ACTION. 


WAS DONE TO ME. 


YOUR nN 
CHITTERING GUIDE 
THROUGH THE NIGHT 


SPOKE FALSELY. NOT | 


ALL HOPES DIE 
UNREALIZED. 


THAT'S HOW I ALL THOSE 
BECAME THE BRIDE ' GOOD MEN AND 
TO REVENGE. , WOMEN, WITH RIGHT 
; AND JUSTICE TO BE 
DONE, HAD THEIR 
FOR MY REVENGE ON 
CRIMES, THEY ME. 
LOCKED ME IN A Vie 
BARREL, POUNDED Vem 
IRON SPIKES 
THROUGH IT AND | 
THEN SENT ME 
TUMBLING DOWN 
THE COBBLES TO 
MY DEATH. 


THeEy “% ig : a ONLY NOW 

WERE ALL 7 é : THEY EACH HOPE 
SO FULL OF J > s i TO BE RELEASED FROM 
oe Z < , THEIR CONFINEMENT IN 
DARK GRAVE AND CRYPT, 
AND FROM THEIR ANNUAL 

am GHOSTLY PERAMBU- 

LATIONS. 


—J 


THEY HOPE BUT IN THIS < SO THEN, ¥ WHAT SORT LET US 
TO PASS ON To VY THEY HOPE IN VA/N. MY NEW OF HOPE WILL pIlScuss THE 
REWARDS LONG , THEY ATTEND ME AND SISTER. .YOU CHAMPION, POSSIBILI- 

DELAYED. EEL ac eae I WONDER? TIES. 


yg 
I NEED BUT THERE'S 
TO GET OUT ONE BIT OF BUSINESS 
OF HERE. YET. WE MADE A 
BARGAIN. 


4 = 


HMMM. THAT NO, YOU CAN'T 
DIDN'T EXACTLY KISS SOMEONE WHO 


WORK. ISN'T THERE. ONLY TRUE \| 
SUBSTANCE CAN BE }. 


KISSED, SO THAT'S 
WHAT YOU OWE 
ME. 


YOU MUST FAILURE TO 
GIVE ME A KISS, KEEP YOUR BARGAIN 
ANP TO DO THAT you WILL DAMN YOU TO A 
MUST FIND A WAY To ,FATE SIMILAR TO MINE 
RESTORE ME TO OWN. 
FLESH AND 
BONE. BUT I DON'T 
KNOW HOW TO RESTORE 
THE DEAD TO LIFE! 


THE HELL 
I DO! I NEVER 
MEANT--! 


MEANT IS OF NO 
CONSEQUENCE-- 
ONLY WHAT you 

PLEDGED. A 


BEST 
LEARN, THEN. 
BEST LEARN 
QUICKLY. 


, a Se pS A ~ 4 ~ 4 ~ Gb ~ 4 ~ 4 ~ 4 ~~ 4 ~ 4 ~ ~~ 
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OH, I SEE. IT SS) 
GOES WITH My NEW WA! 
ROCK-POLISHING A 

KIT! A 


Mommy 
AND DADDY ARE 
A RANGER \\ii BEING FUNNY 
MIKE DANGER ~ AGAIN. 
VOLCANO KING ; 
ACTION 
\ FIGURE! 


; THIS <e 
1S THE SECOND "im 
BEST CHRISTMAS me 
EVER! 4 


A. 


ST SRESSES 
SOMEONE 
GAVE ME 
BOAT 


= 


<a |< 


“FABLES is an excellent series in the tradition of 
SANDMAN, one that rewards careful attention 
and loyalty.” - ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


BILL 
WILLINGHAM 


“TA] wonderfully twisted concept... 

features fairy tale characters banished to the 
noirish world of present-day New York.” 
-THE WASHINGTON POST 
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FABLES is a mist-ead for 
ay 


FABLES VOL. 3: FABLES VOL. 6: 
STORYBOOK LOVE HOMELANDS 
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WINNER OF TWOEISNER AWARDS 


STORYBOOK LOVE _ 
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